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Worship and Events Diary – December 2022 / January 2023
The following is the anticipated diary for the next two months, but please see the
e-mailed weekly notices, particularly for daily prayers, Bible Study and other online
sessions.
Worship & Communion – also live-streamed
All Age Worship
Reflective Service
Tots’ Praise
Advent Group in the building
Advent Group on Zoom
Online Southern Synod Area Prayer meeting
Advent waiting with Sally - online
Gift Service – Pop Up Nativity – also live-streamed
Reflective Service
Tots’ Praise
Advent Group in the building
Advent Group on Zoom
Carol Singing in Kingston for Christian Aid – meet at
church at 18.30. Sing from 19.00 to 20.00
19.00 Online Southern Synod Area Prayer meeting
10.00 Advent waiting with Sally - online
From Crafternoon – dinner table decorations
14.00
10.00 Worship – also live-streamed. Nativity story.
10.30 Korean language service in New Malden URC
11.30 Coffee and carols
17.00 Carols by Candlelight
10.00 Tots’ Praise
13.00 Carols in the foyer
14.00 Advent Group in the building
19.00 Advent Group on Zoom
10.00 Advent waiting with Sally - online
16.00 Christingle service on Zoom
23.30 Christmas Eve Holy Communion
10.00 Christmas Day worship.
Followed by Christmas Day lunch – please book your
place.
23.30 Watch night service in New Malden URC

Sunday 4th DEC 10.00
11.30
17.00
th
Wednesday 7
10.00
14.00
19.00
th
Thursday 8
19.00
th
Saturday 10
10.00
th
Sunday 11
10.30
17.00
th
Wednesday 14 10.00
14.00
19.00
19.00
Thursday 15th
Saturday 17th

Sunday 18th

Wednesday 21st

Saturday 24th

Sunday 25th
Saturday 31st
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All age worship
Tots’ Praise
Online Southern Synod Area Prayer meeting
All age worship
Reflective worship
Tots’ Praise
Online Southern Synod Area Prayer meeting
Worship – also live-streamed
All Age Worship
Reflective Service & communion
Tots’ Praise
Online Southern Synod Area Prayer meeting
Crafternoon
Worship & Communion
All Age Worship
Reflective Service
Tots’ Praise
Online Southern Synod Area Prayer meeting
Worship – also live-streamed
All Age Worship & communion
Messy Church
Reflective Service

For Jolly Toddlers, Tots’ Praise and Messy Church, please contact Sally Butler,
e-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org
Wednesday evening Bible Study in January 2023 – dates to be advised.

The next copy of Church News will be edited by Vaughan James
Please send your articles and photos to:
E-mail: vaughanrjjames@gmail.com
The copy deadline is Friday, 13th January 2022.
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Letter from Lesley
Dear All
The Christian gospel to those who do not look at it
clearly or deeply can look like pie in the sky. It can
look like fluff and rainbows.
Yet often the opposite is true. We are the ones
who stay in the pain and refuse to downplay the
message of reality.
Yes, Christians believe in the manger of Jesus.
But we also believe in the cross and the empty
tomb. Jesus was born. He grew and was put to
death. But death could not hold him and he rose
to new life.
We live in a society unused to staying in the pain. We use things – work, food,
shopping, drugs, alcohol – to take ourselves away from our sadness. ‘How are you?’
‘Fine’. OK it is true that every time we are asked, we should not be going into a long
tale about our sadness, but everyone needs someone to tell. ‘How are you?’ We need
to search out the one who will listen to us.
The Good News says death will be overcome in victory. That of course presupposes
one thing – death. We will not pretend. Life is very difficult for many people at this
time. Some are short of money. Some are frightened that they might be. Some are
angry because they thought life was something that you could sort out with your credit
card and they have discovered there are other things happening. Some are listening
to the stories that others are telling. Tough.
The Bible is a useful document at this time. It is not full of pithy wise sayings like we
want for our twitter account. It is the long story of a people and their up-down
relationships with God. The story of their movements – from slavery to exile. God who
is with the people in their suffering. As they suffer. God who threatens the people and
the people who shout at God.
The message of the Christmas season is of the word becoming flesh. God who is
born among us. It is a message that says God knows how it feels. It is OK to let God
know of our sadness, anger and weariness.
Yours

Lesley
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Dates for your diary
Advent groups, Wednesdays at 2pm and 7pm.
Dates: November 30th December ,7th,14th and 21st.
A chance to stop and look at the big themes of this season before we get swept
away with eating and buying too much.
Love, light joy peace
The 2pm group will be in the building
The 7pm group will be on zoom.
These are designed to be multi lingual groups
Advent is a time of waiting and getting ready. Let’s wait and get ready together.

24 hours of prayer
Starting at 6am Friday 25th November through to 6am Saturday 26th November.
Would you lead an hour? If so, please let Lesley know.
For those who have never been a part of this – join in, you will be surprised.
All sessions will be on Zoom. Some will also be in the church building.

Christmas services, December 2022
(Please do not get these tattooed on your body, as they may change – check weekly
notices for any updates)
Sat 10th December: Christmas workshop to decorate the worship space and foyer
Sunday 11th
10.30 Pop up nativity -get your costume on
th
Wednesday 14
Carol singing for Christian Aid 7pm – 8pm
th
Sunday 18
10.00 Nativity story
10:30am Korean language service in New Malden URC
11.30 coffee and carols
17.00 Carols by Candlelight
Wednesday 21st

13.00 Carols in the foyer

Saturday 24th

16.00 Christingle service on zoom
23.30 Christmas eve Holy Communion

Sunday 25th

10.00 Christmas day worship
Followed by lunch- please book your space.

Saturday 31st

11:30pm Watch night service in New Malden URC

Sunday January 1st. 10.30 All age worship
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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Memo from Martyn
Two articles caught my eye recently and made me
realise how blessed we are as a church.
The first was an article in the Digest that comes with
Reform magazine. It was advertising an online event
looking at how churches could be used for mission.
The second was from the “Church in focus” section of
the Mission and Vision newsletter that Southern
Synod sends out. This week’s article was about
churches in the Hove and Portslade pastorate and
their steps to open their buildings.
My uncharitable initial reaction to both was to ask what on earth had people been
doing before. Is not our very existence as a church missionary in focus! Then, as I
was reminded of our own struggles and anxieties as we explored new initiative for
reaching out and serving in Kingston a more understanding spirit held me.
As we know, it can be a scary thing opening up to others in whatever way you do it.
Whether individually sharing our faith or as a community letting strangers into our
buildings.
So, let us pray for the online event and the three churches in the Hove and
Portslade Pastorate. May God bless all the brave steps that are taken as a result of
their thinking and praying; give then strength when things don’t go according to plan;
courage to carry on trying even when the some ideas fail and joy when they start to
see the fruits.
And for us at KURC, we can thank God for all the things that we’ve struggled with
that are now working well and pray for wisdom to know what is next.
Martyn Verge

Elders Election 2023
Following our trial of a slightly modified Elders Election process last year we have
decided to use this same format again.
This year for various reasons we need to elect seven new elders. The first stage in the
process is gathering nominations. This will happen from the beginning of the New Year.
Members are now asked to start thinking about who to nominate. Anyone who has
been a church member for at least one year is eligible to be nominated. Nominations
must be supported by one other church member. You can nominate yourself.
Nomination forms and further information will be available at the beginning of the New
Year.

Martyn Verge, Church Secretary
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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Sally’s Slot
Our last Messy Church went very well. Despite not having the Korean teenagers
on this occasion, it was still well-attended and we were particularly pleased to host
the Ukrainian children and a new family who normally come to our Crafternoons.
The theme was God’s Wonderful World, a subject close to my heart. The children
made the most amazing animal face masks and their own seed bombs. Let’s
hope they see lots of wonderful, bee-friendly wildflowers in the Spring!

Tissue paper mix for
wildflower bee bombs

10 days later … some
signs of growth!

Mixing the tissue paper gloop

Decorating biscuits
‘God’s wonderful world’ biscuits
Scavenger Hunt results

I made a big mistake trying to decorate a biscuit with food dye… I thought it was
coloured icing! Blue tongue/lips for a few hours afterwards!
Tots’ Praise is an interactive group
session. Recently, I asked for pet
photos. We talked about how we care
for pets. Then we thought about how
David cared for his sheep; then Jesus
being a Good Shepherd and looking
after us, His sheep. The pets were
lovely but one was rather… well.. see
what you think!

George the snake
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We also enjoyed celebrating Bible Sunday, as did the children at YPG. We learned
through a series of challenges that the Bible helps us to endure difficult things and
encourages us
Christmas Plans
The Pop-up Nativity Gift Day service will be held on Sunday 11th December at
10.30. Please come dressed as a character. We need: Marys, Josephs, Shepherds,
Wise Men/Women (Stargazers), Angels and Animals! It will also be an opportunity to
bring new toys as gifts for families supported by the local charity, Welcare. A
collection will be taken for Cystic Fibrosis in memory of Ann Marie Crump.
Christmas Crafternoon will be December 17th. A chance to make Christmas cards
and decorations. We will also be preparing Christingle bags ready for our online
Christingle service on Christmas Eve at 4pm.
Anyone who would like to dress the window on the theme of one of the 12 days of
Christmas, please let me know. Window displays will be changed every day. Think
about the carol, The 12 Days of Christmas?
‘Advent Waiting’ time on Zoom every Saturday during Advent. We will start at
10am and spend time away from the hustle and bustle, simply reflecting on Advent
themes and quietly praying together. Advent is about waiting, repentance, fasting,
expectation, coming home to God.
Dates: 26 November, 3 December, 10 December, 17 December. Open to ALL
adults and older children. Zoom details nearer the time! No booking required and it’s
a mince pie free zone!!
Sally Butler, youth@kingstonurc.org
Children, Youth & Families Worker

Book recommendation
Book of the month is Total Forgiveness by R T
Kendall, which explains God’s challenging call
for ‘total forgiveness’. Answering this call
properly may be the hardest act of our lives.
£9.99
Graham at The King’s Storeroom (in KURC
foyer) has copies in stock.
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Pastoral News
As I write about people for whom we care and remember, we are on the verge of
Advent, a period of waiting. So many Members and Friends are in a time where
they are waiting:

Out of care for people’s privacy,
names are not included
in the Pastoral News section of the
online Church News

A Prayer as a New Year dawns:
God of Hope, give us courage and patience in this time of waiting for the birth of
Jesus and waiting for the joy of bells as they herald in another year. In times of
waiting when emotional, psychological and physical pain overwhelms us, grant us
hope for we know that your care and love continues to bring blessings in
abundance. It can be hard to identify those God-given blessings but at the start of
every new dawn they are there. ‘Seek and ye shall find,’ for the Bible tells us so. As
the new-born baby, Prince of Peace grows and develops, may we follow on that
same journey of waiting, hoping, forgiveness, expectations, courage and love as all
are blessings we receive. Amen
Ann Macfarlane
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FLOWERS FOR DECEMBER 2022
4th
11th
18th
25th

Maggie and John Arnold
Glyn Robinson & Christmas Workshop
Free
Bron and Nick Robinson

If anybody would like to give the flowers for 18th December,
please have a word with Jean.
CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP
We will be having our usual Christmas Workshop on Saturday,
10 December, from 10 am to 12 noon to decorate the church, foyer and
vestibule for the Christmas services. There is always lots to do, including
decorating two Christmas trees, and anybody who can help will be very
welcome. Mince pies provided! Also, greenery, holly, berries etc. will be
gratefully received. Please let Jean know if you can help.

SPECIAL NOTE
As from 1 January, Janine, helped by Steve, will be taking over the flower rota, flower
arrangements and flower workshops. Please contact Janine – email:
janine.goddard@me.com or tel. 07878 534517 for a special Sunday during 2023.
Janine will be very pleased to hear from you.
Lastly, thank you very much for the support you have given me over the last five years – I
appreciated it all.

Jean Thompson
And thanks to YOU Jean for organising the flower rota for the last 5 years and for all
the wonderful arrangements ☺ Ed.
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page

Church News – December 2022 / January 2023

Page 11

Christmas Letter from Revd Bridget Banks, Moderator,
URC Southern Synod
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who
were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future, he will
honour Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea,
beyond the Jordan
2 The

Dear friends

people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased
their joy as they rejoice before you: Isaiah 9: 1-2

It has been yet another challenging year. Once again, it seems that we have had our
roots shaken. The war in Ukraine feels so close to us. The rise in the cost of living
and our fuel bills challenge us as never before. With fewer Stipendiary Ministers in
the United Reformed Church, Church Life Review and our general decline, it may
feel that we are living in a truly dark and tumultuous time. It is a real test of our faith
to hang on and believe that God is still doing something amazing in the world when
change, subversive politics and war surround us.
So, praise the Lord for Christmas where we welcome light in our darkness. We are
reminded that God comes to be with us again. We don’t need to be afraid of our
future because we are all in God’s hands. We have had to be creative in our thinking
the last 2 years. As I go around the Synod, I still sees signs of hope and growth.
New people coming through the doors of our churches. Warm Hubs and other
mission activities growing. I see people offering themselves for ministry of all types.
It is very exciting. Yes, there are still places where challenges exist, but that is
where God is calling us to be light.
Can I encourage you to reread the story of Jesus’ birth. To sit with the passages and
wonder, ‘what does Jesus’ arrival mean for me?’ There are Advent bible studies
going on all over the Synod which are a great way to engage further with this
wonderful story. As in Isaiah 9:1-2 above, Christ is at the centre of Christmas which
is something good to share with our congregations. Is Christ at the centre of our
lives though? With Christ at our very core, we will have peace and can be reassured
that we and the world are still in God’s hands.
Please pray for your Ministers, Local Church Leaders and Lay preachers during this
busy season. They offer such a great service for the Church. Have a wonderful
Advent and Christmas. May we all catch the hope of Christ to share at this dark
time. May God continue to do a ‘new thing’ in you and in me.
Every blessing

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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The last months have been a time of bereavement for many in our church. The
following reflections have been adapted from funeral tributes.

Jean Connett
Older members will remember Jean Connett who died in September, aged 87. The
following are extracts taken from Philip’s tribute to his mother.
Jean was born in 1935 in Battersea and had a younger
brother, John. She moved in the mid-60’s to Kingston,
made her life in Bonner Hill Road and remained there.
Jean was evacuated to the Welsh Valleys in Wales
during the war and after the war went to Mayfield School
where she made life-long friends. Her working life began
in Lloyds Bank, eventually working in the Piccadilly
branch, took a break when she got married and had the children, Philip, David and
Judith, and at some point trained as a teacher. Her career as a teacher coincided
with her becoming a single parent. Life was hard but, with support from good family
friends and the church, she got through it. Whether she was already fiercely
independent, or that’s when she became so, independence carried on through her
life. The family didn’t suffer and the house was filled with pets – dogs, cats, rabbits,
hamsters, guinea pigs, mice etc.
Despite the hardship, Jean always made sure the family had a holiday in her
Vauxhall Viva which was always breaking down! The teaching was hard going at
times because she took her job very seriously – she wanted to give the kids as
much as possible. However demanding, she really enjoyed the camaraderie of the
staff and the friendships made.
Her life outside of parenting and work was busy, Jean’s passions were tennis (she
was still playing at 70), art and singing in a choir. She was a member of KURC, she
loved to be a part of walking groups, the horticultural society and, as the family
became less dependent, she joined evening classes, line dancing, tai chi, art
classes and later U3A.
Jean was happy when she became a grandmother, committing to looking after the
children on a regular basis and particularly during school holidays. The thing she
enjoyed the most was family. Jean was a fun person, a joiner-in who hugely valued
friendships and going on holidays as part of a group, starting with coach trips to
Austria and Croatia and then more adventurous places like Canada, China, New
England, North Africa and Jerusalem.
Jean’s default setting was one of politeness, even when she was needing more help
at the end of her life.
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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Katie Frost
Based on the address given by Rev. Roy Lowes
Katie was someone who had an instinct for the
feelings of human beings. Her interaction was never
glib or stock. She experienced the highs and lows,
the tragedies and joys of life, the celebrations and
the regrets of life, in a deep way. This benefitted,
supported, touched, encouraged her family and
many others. She was someone who was sensitised
to how others were feeling because of her own
experiences.
She was born and brought up in the Esher area, an ancestor had to do with the
building of houses on the edge of Weston Green. As a child she and her twin sister
Lesley played there and hereabouts with their friends. A delightful place to grow up
with the Thames and Hampton Court close by. She was a people person in a
serious way.
She attended Wayneflete School but was wounded by suggestions from the school
that not only would she never achieve her ambition of being a doctor - because
that's not the sort of things that girls achieved - but also suggestions that she wasn't
academically gifted.
Katie was a fighter, she had a sense of determination that worked with her sense of
care. She trained to be a social worker at High Wycombe expressing her concern for
those in need and was established in that work by her mid 20s. But her ‘carefulness’
was not only expressed in her care for those whose cases crossed her desk but was
evident in other ways too. She'd always loved animals. Dogs were always around
the home and she loved having animals with her whenever she could - sometimes
taking them to work. And her love of animals always included the inanimate type
too, so teddy bears and cuddly toys of all sorts were often about her. Sometimes
playing a key role in her interaction with the children of families whom she was
supporting.
She became Deputy Director of Social Services in Dorking for a while. She worked
in a Mother and Babies home for single mums which provided sheltered
accommodation. She was adept at dealing with all sorts of situations and sought to
be loving towards everyone.
Roger Hunt and she became close friends and their life intertwined with support and
real affection. Out of their closeness and time together in due course came the joy of
their children, Sophie and then Issie and Joe. There was a sense at this time as they
lived and worked together, of life happening to Roger and Katie whilst they were still
trying to work out their life’s plan. They settled into new rhythms of living and caring
for their children as well as supporting their parents still alive. In 1993 Katie together
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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with her mother bought Meadowbrook and they set up home on the same site with
Roger not far away in Walton. This home became an important project for Katie in
which she could style it as she wanted and bring up her family in close proximity to
her mother.
In 1994 Katie was first diagnosed with breast cancer. After the initial shock, Katie
characteristically faced the difficulty with typical courage, determination and a sense
that even in the darkest of circumstances good can be found. Her strong and
thoughtful faith expressed itself in a belief that there is always hope. She worked
closely with her consultant and made careful decisions.
In 1998 not long after Katie recovered from that first bout of cancer and surgery, her
mother died which caused further great sadness. Nevertheless, she went on to reestablish her life without her mum. Katie had a thirst for ongoing development and
learning, always reading. She was passionate about issues of mind, body and spirit
always looking for improvement, concerned for issues of mindfulness. She had
become a counsellor, registered and accredited with the British Association for
Counselling and Psychotherapy, she had gained an advanced diploma in integrative
counselling, a diploma in the supervision of counsellors psychotherapists and
related professionals. She took up work at the local Princess Alice Hospice as a
Social Worker concentrating on psychospiritual care. More broadly Katie was a
confidante for many, supporting a number of people through counselling and
friendship right up to the end of her life.
There were several people in the church who over the years supported her for which
she was very grateful. She used her counselling skills to train those church
members who offered a listening service to people who come onto the premises
through the week. In the last five years she had started a Church Book Club at her
home which explored books that had a spiritualty and well-being theme. She led this
with characteristic depth. Depth of thinking, of relationships and love were her hall
marks.
She also had a great sense of humour, loved pricking pretentious bubbles. She was
avant-garde, there was a hint of the hippie about her with floral dresses, flowers in
her hair, flip flops on her feet, a vegetarian when it wasn’t fashionable to be so with
a love of nature and animals to the fore.
The recurrence of cancer in 2011 and an operation and treatment and further
recurrences of the disease in the years following were blows but she faced them
with characteristic bravery and fortitude. She was still determined not to be owned
by the disease, to put the best face on it, to dress herself well, to show herself in her
best colours, to be someone who as she often said, was going to convince the
doctors that she was worth the time and effort to extend her life!
And one of the main drivers for Katie’s determination for life before as well as after
she was ill, was her children, Sophie, Izzy and Joe. This was particularly evidenced
through her passion for their education and not least her perseverance in getting
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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them all into Tiffin School. It was her children who made her last as long as she did.
She often said that she wasn't afraid of dying but afraid of leaving them.
She was not perfect of course. None of us is. Her life was good not because it
lacked imperfections but because she worked at them. She accepted and felt her
sadnesses and, as a result, was better able to love. She knew she needed to be
forgiven as well as needing to forgive and she engaged with that.
Katie, though wounded, at times traumatised, often struggling, nevertheless lived
really deeply and always sensitively attuned to others’ needs. Worrying, wondering,
wishing for the well-being of others including the light of life in animals and nature.
She was as her family have said, adorable and was deeply gentle with creatures, to
which her dog Molly would agree.

Ann Philips
Based on the address given by Rev. Lesley Charlton
Ann’s adult life can in many ways be divided into two
halves BK and AK. Before Kingston and after
Kingston.
Ann was born in Gosport, Portsmouth. Her parents
were Ida and Bernard. She grew up there with
her brother Roger. She married young to June and
Diane’s father, later parting ways. Eventually she
made her way to Teddington, where she made her
living in the pub trade. Where the first phase of adult
life was about movement and new relationships the
second phase was about stability. It was about
working, in Boots, Early Learning Centre. She loved
pottering round the shops. Also building
relationships with her daughters, 3 granddaughters
and 2 great granddaughters.
Ann loved walking, and parks – her favourite was Bushy Park. She always looked
like she was just back from holiday abroad because of her watch line tan, she loved
Northern Ireland.
She also loved coffee shops with friends, the Alms house community, Beethoven,
gardening, animals – including the cats that came in from neighbouring houses and
the dog Candy.
Church life blossomed; she regularly attended worship – traditional worship.
(Anything different and I would hear about it.). Ann came first to the dancing and
stayed. Her jobs…on the social committee, making sandwiches, helping in the
coffee bar, cleaning the vestry….home from home really – that woman could clean,
To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page
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she was house proud and her house was spick and span, she was very organised
all her documents in a folder. She supported one member of the Church so he could
lead worship on a Sunday by sitting with his wife as she was ill and then dying.
Ann attended church weekends, dressing for dinner. The church gives out gifts to
people at Easter, Harvest and Christmas. For a number of years Ann was in charge
of organising the gifts, which she did with great care and joy. She enjoyed
socialising. Bingo down the Legion, selling poppies – she was proud of having family
serving in the forces.
Ann got tremendous joy from the younger generation, brushing their hair. Trips to
the Disney shop during holiday times were compulsory. She loved her family and
spoke warmly of all of you. She was not perfect. She had her mad moments like we
all do when suddenly before you knew why you were in the middle of a scrap but
then somehow that was forgotten and off we go again.
She was delighted to be given the key for her own front door at the Alms Houses.
Ann could stretch her money amazingly and was always well turned out. She loved
watching the telly and reading. She was also a joiner in – even in the 36 hours she
spent in the nursing home she had already signed up for activities.
During the very last phase of her life she had stability and a peace with herself that
had been missing in the BK phase. She knew she was coming to the end and was
delighted to give things away. She did not need them anymore.
Now Ann’s time on the earth is at an end. Like all of us she is dependent on the
mercy and love of God. It feels as though she has died young, which is a good sign.
She lived her life to the edge of it. She made great use of joy in her circumstances
and the celebration of the small things. The sort of things that others lose sight of.
There is a constancy in the love of God that is not changed by our circumstances
nor by our foolishness.
AK (After Kingston) Ann developed and deepened relationships, made new ones,
many of them at a time when loads of people do not make any new
relationships…and specialised in the role of Nanny with the glasses, who liked
bits…..

Joy Nsubuga, mother of Joanitah Mirembe
The funeral of Joy Nsubuga was held in November at KURC.
Joy was mother of our church members Joanitah and
Joseph, and grandmother of Craig and Clara.
Joy had been unwell for many years and we remember
Joanitah and all the family as they mourn her passing.
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Elder’s prayer before the 5pm service on Remembrance Sunday
Lord God,
As we set aside time to remember be with us.
Be with those who remember someone close to them who has died.
Be with those who remember a way of life that is no longer theirs.
Be with those who remember what they used to be able to do and now can’t.
Be with those who can no longer remember.
So, Lord God, remember us and be here with us as we remember.
Amen

Our new flower stand
Readers may be interested in the history behind the
beautiful new flower stand which has appeared at the
front of the church.
In 1997 a lifetime member of Summertown URC in
Oxford died. Her husband wished to fund a memorial
to her in that church, and it was decided a flower
stand would be very appropriate as she loved flower
arranging. Peter Ashdown’s sister in law was an elder
at Summertown and she asked Peter if he might be
willing to make one.
Having just retired, he accepted the challenge and
was sent a rough sketch of a three-branch stand. The
design had to be changed slightly after work began
as it was discovered that when a weight was placed
on the top stand it tipped over backwards. So an
additional leg was inserted to maintain balance. The
new stand, which is carved from American red oak,
was completed in 2001 and delivered to
Summertown URC where it was received with great
delight.
Sadly that church has now had to close and the stand was offered back to Peter
who suggested it might be relocated to Kingston URC. It seems to blend well with
our existing furniture. Do go and have a close look at it and admire the design and
craftsmanship. Thank you Peter!
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Roof access project
Thank you to everyone – you have all helped make our premises safer by your
financial contributions to KURC which have enabled us to fund a new stair access
into the roof plant room, which is now complete. There are some things we must do
which cost money that are not necessarily visible but make a big difference. The
new stair will make the maintenance of our plant and systems much easier and
safer. We were getting to the point of contractors refusing to use the access ladder!
Thank you to Catherine, George and team and to all our building users for
accommodating the elongation of the programme – which was not easy with the
building in constant use. We have the final account to agree (within budget) but the
work is done. If anyone would like to see the result, please ask Linda (or Catherine
or George - if they have time) to show you. Thank you from the elders and the
Management Group.

After

Before

URC News Update
Remember that the URC publishes a monthly email news update. If you have an
email address, you can subscribe to the news update via this link:
https://urc.org.uk/news-updates-sign-up-form/
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Forthcoming music at KURC
We have two lunchtime recitals coming up:
On Thursday 24
November at
12.30 Gideon
Gray (cello) and
Michael Bevan
(piano) will give a
performance of
Rachmaninov’s
Cello Sonata.

On Thursday 15
December at
12.30 Haeun, our
organist, will give
an organ recital
with a Christmas
flavour.

We hope you will be able to come and hear these talented young musicians. As
always admission is free, with a retiring collection.
The Music Support Group

Another date for your diary
(Don't say you did not have enough notice!)

Our next Harvest Sunday will be a day of activities.
A time to eat together, play together and celebrate.
Please put the date in your diary – Sunday 8th October, 2023.

With thanks to Linda Austin for spotting and passing on this good news story! Ed.

Good news story: Toddler lands world puddle jumping title
(with acknowledgement to The Times, 4 November 2022)
A toddler inspired by her favourite cartoon character Peppa Pig has won the World
Puddle Jumping Championship near Kettering. Luna Rudd from Northamptonshire,
aged 3, impressed the judges with the height of her jumps, enthusiasm, distance of
splash and her leap’s stickability (the amount of mud stuck to each competitor).
Hundreds of children from around the world entered the competition, now in its 10 th
year, by submitting videos of themselves jumping into puddles. Luna won a £250
waterproof coat. Good for her!
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Green Group: Statement to Church Meeting Nov. 13 2022
The Elders have asked me to oversee the process of KURC working towards the
Bronze Eco Church Award, as developed by the charity A Rocha. I have convened a
small group, the working title of which is 'Green Group' consisting of myself,
Christine Thompson, Diane Slater and Rhiannon Bone. If we can attain the Bronze
award, we may be able to apply for financial support from Synod to help us further
with future improvement projects that require funding.
This process entails, initially, completing a survey, which will give us a picture of
where we are now and what needs to be done in the future to ensure that we are
caring for God's world and fighting climate injustice. There are 5 sections: Worship
and Teaching, Buildings, Land, Community and Global Engagement and
Lifestyle. We need to attain bronze in all 5 to get the award. So far, the group has
met once and we now know that we have attained Bronze in the Worship and
Teaching section.
It looks like the buildings section will be the most difficult, simply because of the
funding required to make changes to a large, listed building. The gaps in the other
categories are relatively simple to rectify, particularly if we are only aiming at Bronze
level at this stage.
So what are the next steps?
The group needs to complete the survey to fully see where we have already made
progress and what needs to be done. We will need to share the results with the
Premises Team and Management Team/Elders before deciding what are our next
steps. The Green Group will not be responsible for prioritising any changes/work or
making spending decisions.
We do need to propose a resolution that indicates our commitment as a church, to
this. I suggest that it would say, 'KURC commits to improving the environmental
credentials of our church by endorsing the undertaking of work towards an Eco
Church Award.' (This resolution was passed at the Church Meeting on 13/11/22).
I hope we can achieve this award and who knows, maybe even Silver and Gold
standard at some point in the future?!
Sally Butler
Children, Youth and Families Worker
P.S.! I will of course be working hard to ensure that our families are involved with
this at every stage. We need the input of our children and young people. It is an
issue that they truly care about.
As we go to print, Sally has just informed me that we have attained Bronze award in
all 5 categories. Great news … now to work towards Silver! Ed.
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State of the Union, November 2022
What is going on in Britain is in many instances going on in the church too. We are
not immune from the changes that are happening. If they were moral or spiritual
changes we would be fighting them but these are social shifts, morally neutral but
with impact for us. I know that most of what I am going to say you have already
spotted but I think it is helpful to have it all out in the open.
People are moving, why would I live in London when I could live in another part of
the country and with the cash have an easier life? There is no fault in the church in
that it is merely that geography takes people to another place.
People are cautious. Many are not meeting up. They are still wearing masks and
keeping a distance. Covid has not gone away. Some people have health conditions
which mean they or someone in their household is vulnerable. We have people in
our community who are keeping their distance physically because of the implications
of Covid. The great thing is the live streaming. They are not though keeping their
distance spiritually. How to shape the church that all are included is our challenge.
Did you know that the number of people travelling by train is down by 30%? People
are working from home and that has implications for us in terms of letting out office
space. It is also why we need to be spending money on WiFi.
People are fearful – money is tight – of course people are anxious and prices are
going up.
People are getting ill. We have all been through a traumatic time. Some people have
aged tremendously. The mechanisms that kept them ticking over in life were lost.
The disorientation has caused major aging.
People have died. We have lost many members and others in our circles have died.
Not necessarily of Covid.
What makes us as a church different is that we have received a great deal during
this time too. We are grateful for the range of works that people have kept going and
developed. Youth and children’s work. Korean children’s work works on a Sunday
but British children not so much. We are fortunate with our team of staff and
volunteers who have given such energy to this work
The foyer coffee bar has taken a hit. No shock there. Every bar and coffee bar has
taken a hit. However faithful people still turn up and have great important
conversations with others. If you have time you could donate please speak to Carol.
We are fortunate with our building staff who kept going and worked through this time
even though they had personal challenges.
We know that we are heading in to a phase where we need to get our building up to
scratch. That is the next large project that is ours. It is great we have a management
committee thinking creatively about that.
We are grateful to Martyn for his meticulous work on our behalf.
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The biggest hit in terms of organisation has been in the Elders. People moving and
the pressure of work and life has meant that much has been asked of some Elders.
Thanks also to those who have stepped up to cover rotas.
We have seen many new people coming. In the building and on zoom. We are
grateful but that changes how things are.
We have new members who do not speak English. Yet what a privilege to have
people who are devout from the most dangerous place in the world to be a
Christian. We have members of our church who have had family members killed
because of their faith. And yes it is a pain that we cannot ask them to chew over a
balance sheet, or fill in on the stewarding rota or coffee bar but actually something
much more important is going on with these gifts.
The great news is because of Suk In we are well placed to receive the Korean
speakers. The sermon translation and projection has meant that people can
understand something on worship on a Sunday.
Additionally Suk In insisted that the sermons needed to be translated into Chinese
too and lo and behold we have new Chinese speakers with us. There are many
Hong Kong Chinese moving into south London.
These are new things that are going on. It is demanding and draining. Change is.
What we need is to know that God is with us in these times and to faithfully keep on
doing what we know needs to be done. To keep on journeying day by day with the
risen Lord.
It might be a difficult time for us but we are so blessed compared with many
churches. Why are we?
Why have we been able to do things when others have not?
Have we any input to share with the review that is going on with the whole of the
URC? The church life review?
Questions considered by Church Meeting, November 2022:
•
•

The Jubilee year was a time of great joy. Reflect quietly on a time when
you have felt most joyful in your church life.
The Jubilee year was a time of celebration. What would you like to
celebrate about the United Reformed Church?

If you have any reflections on these questions that you would like to share, please
send them to Martyn Verge, Church Secretary.
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James Scarth Gale Remembered
On October 8th at 11am at the
Lansdown Cemetery in Bath about 40
people gathered at the recently
renovated grave of James Scarth Gale.
There were about 8 from Korea, 15
from Bristol Korean church around 10
from Southern Synod. Among the group
were two of James’s granddaughters
(pictured). There they remembered this
missionary who did so much to bring
the Christian faith to Korea.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the Presbyterian
Church of Korea and the URC regarding co-funding and supporting missionaries to
achieve both organisations’ long-term goals not only Korean in Bristol but also
broadening the relationship in order to follow the missionary spirit of James Gale.
A plaque has also been made with words in English and Korean, recording the main
events of his missionary work.

Please pray for this project; that God’s vision is understood by those involved and
that God’s grace is present.
Pray too that the young would be inspired by James Gale who went to Jochun in
1888 aged 25.
If you want to learn more about James Gale’s work there is an entry in Wikipedia https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Scarth_Gale
You can watch the rededication worship at Lansdown Cemetery on youtube at this
link - https://youtube.com/watch?v=zYy7Gnb2RAo&feature=share
SukJoo Kang
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“GOLDEN THREADS”
“GOLDEN THREADS” is the title of a book of 100 Reflections from 50 years of
the Congregational Federation and the United Reformed Church. The reflections
are from Ministers past and present of both denominations (although there are more
URC contributions than Congregational). They make interesting reading for those
who have roots in both denominations. It is difficult to choose just one reflection, but
I liked the one by Rev. David Grosch-Miller, currently holding leadership roles within
the Northern Synod.
50 years ago, David was a student at what was then the Congregational College in
Manchester. Having begun training for ordination into the Congregational Church,
they were given the choice of seeking ordination into what became the
Congregational Federation or the newly formed United Reformed Church. The
United Reformed Church stood out as the forward-looking, barrier-breaking initiative
that would be the catalyst for change that would not only reform the institutional
church, but work towards a badly needed miracle in contemporary culture. On a
wave of optimism, it was an easy decision to commit to the new.
David goes on to say “Of course student idealism had to give way to harsh reality.
Other denominations did not share the vision and courage of the new, and the
ecumenical fruit withered on the vine, despite the best efforts of the few. But in spite
of the lack of progress in the goal of church unity, the URC has remained a source
of innovation and encouragement to others.
The freedom that individual congregations have to engage with their context and
respond without being shackled by an institutional hierarchy is a gift that we take for
granted, but which is denied to many. The courage to engage with questions of
human sexuality and to find ways of holding together people of differing convictions
is more than compromise. To be able to affirm that we have not always agreed but
we have stayed together is to demonstrate a wisdom that the world needs to hear
and emulate.
The first 50 years have not been easy. Contemporary culture has questioned
authority and institutions in general, and the growth in the self as the arbitrator of
right living has diminished the need of God. The coming years will need the vision
and the courage that brought the URC into being.
We must have a vision that is broader than the one that created the United
Reformed Church, and one that inspires and energises another generation of those
who would change the world for the better. God is not done with us yet!”
If anybody would like to borrow “Golden Threads”, please speak to Jean Thompson.
It is a very easy read.
Jean Thompson
ooOoo
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Archive of the Month
This month’s photo shows a
nativity play in our church in
1950.
Long-standing members
might just possibly
recognize the following
people. From left to right in
foreground: Roy Cullum,
Helen Brown, Dan Williams,
John Verge and Jean
McJannet.

John Fisher

Unusual Churches
Marysia Booth came across this unusual
church on a recent holiday in Slovenia.
During the First World War the AustroHungarian authorities ordered the construction
of a military road across the Vrsic Pass in
Slovenia. The road was built by Russian
prisoners of war and cost the lives of 380 men,
including over 100 killed in an avalanche.
Those who survived erected a small wooden
memorial chapel, of typical Russian design,
which is surrounded by the graves of many of
the prisoners. The chapel has been very well
maintained and is a popular tourist attraction.
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Black History Month
Here are a couple more contributions that were written during Black History Month.
Michaela Coel is a force to be reckoned with, with strong
writing and acting credits. She is known from pieces such
as 'Chewing Gum', 'Been So Long', 'Black Earth Rising'
and 'I may destroy you'. She is the first black woman to
win an Emmy for outstanding writing in a limited series. 'I
may destroy you' (2020) covers intense topics that are
not talked about in the black community such as the 'me
too' movement. In her speech, she dedicated her win to
sexual assault survivors everywhere. .... “for visibility
these days seems to somehow equate to success, do not
be afraid to disappear – from it, from us, for a while. And
see what comes to you in the silence.”
She is an inspiration for seeking what is right and pushing yourself to your best.
Trude Kakayi
Harriet Kakayi is inspired by Nelson Madela, Bishop Desmond Tutu and Maya
Angelou's books and quotes. This is because their words helped to change the way
people think.

Kingston Child Contact Centre - Charmaine Lee, November 2022
“Did they hold and feed me my bottles?” asked the child waiting to see their absent
parent for the first time.
Kingston Child Centre provides a safe, neutral space for contact between children
and a visiting parent. The centre opened in March 2012 welcoming many families
with different reasons as to why they need our service at that particular point of their
lives. It might be because of a family breakdown of communication where one
parent has left the family home, or an extended family member is no longer
welcomed, so they have to use our services to spend time together. We work with
those facing prison, drug, alcohol, emotional and physical abuse, addictions, neglect
and loss. For some separated families, they have passed through a harsh system of
being judged, excluded, avoided, shunned and more than often, unheard. Sadly,
many don’t know how their lives became unsettled, one minute they are looking at
Christmas presents under the tree to living in a bedsit with strangers.
Families come to us from a place of confusion, fear, anger and betrayal, where we
have learnt to listen and listen some more. A non-resident parent once articulated
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the feelings of standing out, beyond awkward and feeling shame. We are here to
provide a service with compassion and where we can support those who are feeling
vulnerable for fear of rejection.
During the set-up phase of our Contact Centre, we were extremely fortunate to have
Jean Thompson, who established the operating structures forming the foundation of
our continual success recognised by the National Association of Child Contact
Centres (NACCC). Our systems were paper compliant and maintained the highest
standards of confidentiality for the families who journeyed with us from a couple of
sessions to a few years (in some cases) either by a Court Order or it was a private
arrangement. Over that time, we have been blessed with highly-skilled, caring and
dedicated professional volunteers, who have enriched our centre with their
expertise, knowledge and collective experiences to sustain our work. Today, we
manage a virtual office for hybrid-working, which enables us to manage contacts,
fund-raise, offer training, social media management and so forth.
Child Contact Centres are very rewarding, they are much needed services for
modern lifestyles where a safe space is open to enjoy quality family time together.
At our centre, I strongly promote looking through the child's eyes where I developed
this concept into our ethos, the core foundations of our work from which we start and
end with our families.
Families come to us mentally exhausted and emotionally expended from court
hearings, social services, exclusion, separation, divorce, accusations, victimisation
and fear of becoming ‘the unknown person,’ to their children. Their reasons for using
a centre as said are multiple in nature and complex in character, because
everyone’s perspective in this instance matters with an intensity of how they became
separated and their narrative thereafter. For instance, an absent parent might have
left the family home by choice or not able to cope. Their reasons for return are
individual and often laced with anguish of the unknown outcome, and the potential
harm that reuniting may cause, or not. The levels of anxiety are often fraught with
pain, guilt, hurt, regret and anger, all of which can make a uneven ground to level in
the temporal space of a Contact Centre.
To share a family’s story here is really quite difficult for me in terms of retaining
anonymity and the respect of privacy, so I will paraphrase with some omissions, and
additions from other situations collectively to give some idea of why families
approach us.
“Did they ever hold and feed me my bottles?” was one child’s curiosity as they
walked confidently into an empty hall to meet a man called Andrew, who had the
same big smile. They sit opposite one another. They stare for a while in the brightly
lit hall. Casual talk begins breaking the silence and some kind of energy to connect
is maintained, until that awkward question is dropped. Andrew has no photos of ever
holding his child, nor early memories, nothing to say that elevates his parental
status, because he left before the birth and ten years later hopes to be a part of his
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child’s life. Andrew is never called dad. Contact is a few sessions, then it ends.
Andrew does not know why, but he is grateful.
Before families can meet in a Child Contact Centre they must attend a mandatory
pre-meeting to discuss centre rules, conditions and share information like when was
the last time you were with your children, what impact do you think the contact will
have on them and how do you think they will feel using a Contact Centre. The
questions we ask both parents to help them enter into an imagined space of what
they think might happen and consider whether they are prepared for the journey
ahead. To see through the child’s eyes is a truth that enables us to ensure that
safeguarding is maintained (at all times), to protect individual characteristics, their
emotional wellbeing and mental health in a safe space. This is the heartbeat of our
centre and is never compromised.
All our volunteers have to undergo a disclosure and barring national check to ensure
that they are safe to work with children, young adults and families. We have a legal
duty of care for families (including ourselves), which we support with high quality
training during volunteer induction stages in line with statutory safeguarding duty. As
part of this compliance, we maintain a register of families and all adults on premise
for safeguarding, fire and risk assessment so if an allegation or a risk is raised, then
we have substantiated records to refer to for the local authority to investigate further,
so managing a centre is not a light undertaking!
There are occasions that we don’t get it right and it is important to be honest here.
During those times, we reflect on our practices and thoroughly investigate
sometimes with the support of the Church Elders when complaints have been
raised, and apologies in earnest of doing better next time. Every family that comes
to us, sharpens and shapes us to be concurrent and real to changing societal
impacts. For instance, we have financially supported families that would not
otherwise move forward without our help. And we have extended our terms of use
bespoke to individual family circumstances to enjoy time together over the years,
which would not have happened, if left to themselves to arrange. We have
welcomed families from long-standing centres forced to close due to CoVID and not
being able to recruit volunteers. And we have supported over-subscribed centres
with supervised contacts, which is fairly new in our growth and expansion.
We are grateful to the church for their support and understanding of our work. We
did not know that during its infancy, how we would grow and develop from paper-file
structures to a virtual office with all its hybrid challenges.
Kingston Child Contact Centre has been a privilege to be a part of - the many
families that have shared with me, taught me and shaped my work in a community
of great friendships.
Charmaine Lee, Centre Manager, Kingston Child Contact Centre
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Simply Healthy Cooking course
We have now finished the first 8-week Simply Healthy Cooking course, which has
been a great success. Attendees learnt how to prepare simple, low fat, nutritious
tasty and low cost meals and the course is suitable for those living with diabetes or
pre-diabetes. We had a lot of fun cooking and eating together. We hope to publish a
booklet of some of the recipes in time for Christmas – so don’t buy all your presents
too early! Below are a couple of photos taken at the sessions to give you a taster...

Colourful fresh
ingredients

Aubergine and
courgette bake

Curry week
Stuffed cabbage rolls

For more info, please email cooking@kingstonurc.org or speak to Bron Robinson or
Ray Charlton.

Autumnal photos
This Bible verse and autumnal photos (taken in Surbiton in early November) were
sent in by Sally Blandford. Do you have any photos that prompt you to think of Bible
verses?
Genesis 8:21-22 (Common English Bible translation):
“As long as the earth exists, seedtime and harvest, cold and hot, summer and
autumn, day and night will not cease.”

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page

Church News – December 2022 / January 2023

Page 30

Korean Exhibition in V&A Museum
In early November my friend and I visited the Korean Exhibition in V&A Museum in
London. We were wondering what Hallyu, or Korean Wave meant, as we never
heard it before. Apparently, Hallyu is the word which depicts the popularity of the
culture of the Republic of Korea, including-pop music, K-dramas, fashion, etc. The
popularity of the Korean Wave spread through all Asia and even Europe.
For example, it began in 1997 with a radio programme called Seoul Music which
was broadcasted from Beijing. It introduced the K-pop music genre and dance
which then became extremely popular amongst Chinese teenagers. The Korean
news used the term “Hallyu” to describe the concert's popularity. Later even
Koreans themselves started to acknowledge and use this word to describe the
popularity and influence of Korean culture in general worldwide. It spread to Japan
in 2003 but then in 2012 when the famous K-pop artist Psy launched “Gangnam
Style”, Hallyu had “entered” into the Western World. The song and dance were
very popular as soon as it was released. It reached No.1 on the British Official
Singles Chart and took 2nd place on Billboard’s Hot 100 in the US. By 2020 it topped
the charts and reached over 30 countries across the world. Even our ex-MP Ed
Balls and Katya Jones cheered the public with their salsa dancing using the
“Gangnam Style” song! It was watched over 3 billion times!
There are many examples but in the 21st century Korean culture entertainment has
definitely gained popularity. It is also mirrored by cosmetics, fashions, music and
drama (i.e. the Parasite movie in 2019 is the first South Korean film which received
Academic Award recognition and won both the Palme d’Or and the Academy Award
for Best Picture). Through Hallyu, the number of people interested in Korean culture
has increased recently. Many young people, especially students from abroad have
moved to Korea to study language and learn more about culture.
The young and majority of old generations will enjoy all the colour and hype of this
exhibition, but personally I would like to see more this transition of “rags to reaches”
and to show a contrast between the traditional and modern culture. All in all, we
enjoyed our day out!

Natasha Reid
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International Bible Reading Association - www.ibraglobal.org
Bible Readings for December 2022 and January 2023
THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS:
TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE
1 The wilderness tabernacle
Thursday 1 December Exodus 40:17-27, 34-38
Friday 2 December Numbers 4:1-15
Saturday 3 Dec.
2 Samuel 6:12-19
2 The Jerusalem temple
Sunday 4 December
Monday 5 December
Tuesday 6 December
Wednesday 7 December
Thursday 8 December
Friday 9 December
23
Saturday 10 December
3 Jesus and the temple

2 Samuel 7:1-17
1 Kings 8:5-13
1 Kings 8:14-30
Psalm 84
2 Kings 25:8-21
Psalm 74:1-11, 22Haggai 1:1-15

Sunday 11 December
Malachi 3:1-4
Monday 12 December
Luke 1:5-17
Tuesday 13 December
Luke 2:41-52
Wednesday 14 December John 1:6-18
Thursday 15 December
John 2:13-22
Friday 16 December
Hebrews 8:1-12
Saturday 17 Dec
Hebrews 9:11-14, 10:19-25
4 The Christian community and the
temple
Sunday 18 December
Acts 2:37-47
Monday 19 December
Acts 3:1-10
Tuesday 20 December
Acts 22:1-11, 17-21
Wednesday 21 Dec
2 Corinthians 6:14-18
Thursday 22 December
Ephesians 2:11-22
Friday 23 December
Romans 12:1-13
Saturday 24 December
1 Peter 2:1-10
CHRISTMAS WITH MATTHEW
Sunday 25 December
(Christmas Day)
Monday 26 December
Tuesday 27 December
Wednesday 28 December
Thursday 29 December
Friday 30 December
Saturday 31 December

Matthew 1:18-25
Matthew 2:1-6
Matthew 2:7-12
Matthew 2:13-15
Matthew 2:16-18
Matthew 2:19-23
Matthew 1:1-17

GETTING READY
Sunday 1 January Genesis 1:31, 2:1-3
Monday 2 January Acts 1:1-5
Tuesday 3 January Colossians 3:12-17
Wednesday 4 Jan
Proverbs 3:5-8
Thursday 5 January Isaiah 43:18-21
Friday 6 January (Epiphany) Luke 13:18-21
Saturday 7 January Luke 4:16-21
BIBLICAL LIBRARY (1)
Poetry: singing the Lord’s song
Sunday 8 January Exodus 15:1-18
Monday 9 January Judges 5:1-12
Tuesday 10 January Psalm 137:1-9
Wednesday 11 Jan Psalm 126
Thursday 12 Jan
Luke 1:68-79
Friday 13 January Lamentations 1:1-22
Saturday 14 Jan
Song of Solomon 2:10-14
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW (1)
1 Starting afresh
Sunday 15 January Matthew
Monday 16 January Matthew
Tuesday 17 January Matthew
Wednesday 18 Jan Matthew
Thursday 19 JanuaryMatthew
Friday 20 January Matthew
Saturday 21 January Matthew
2 Teaching the kingdom

3:1-6
3:7-12
3:13-17
4:1-11
4:12-17
4:18-22
4:23-25

Sunday 22 January Matthew
Monday 23 January Matthew
Tuesday 24 January Matthew
Wednesday 25 Jan Matthew
Thursday 26 JanuaryMatthew
Friday 27 January Matthew
Saturday 28 January Matthew

5:1-12
5:13-16
5:17-20
5:21-26
5:27-32
5:33-42
5:43-48

HEALING DIVISIONS
1 Divisions in the Old Testament
Sunday 29 January Genesis 33:1-11
Monday 30 January Genesis 50:14-21
Tuesday 31 January 1 Samuel 15:24-31
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Kingston United Reformed Church – Information
A warm invitation is given to all who read this magazine to come and share in
our services and activities
Ministers:
Rev Lesley M Charlton, tel: 020 8399 4423 e-mail: minister@kingstonurc.org
Rev Dr Suk In Lee, tel: 020 8949 2070 e-mail: leesukin@hotmail.com
Church Secretary:
Martyn Verge, mobile: 07801 979009 e-mail: chsec@kingstonurc.org
Treasurer:
Christine Chippendale, mobile: 07738 562457 e-mail: treasurer@kingstonurc.org
Children, Youth & Families Worker:
Sally Butler, mobile: 07807 348326 e-mail: youth@kingstonurc.org
Missionary:
So Young Jung, mobile: 07786 032770 e-mail: 2005eo@naver.com
Mission Co-ordinator:
Haeun Lim, mobile: 07564 023628 e-mail: haeun1010@gmail.com
Premises Manager and PA to the Minister:
Catherine Treweek Landline: 020 549 1888
Work Mobile: 07807 351801 (between 8 am – 2 pm only)
e-mail (Premises Manager): premises@urckingston.org.uk
email (PA to Minister): kingstonurc@gmail.com
Premises Assistant:
Georgi Todorov
Landline as above.

How to contribute to Church News:
Contributions on matters of reflection and opinion as well as reports of activities are welcome.
Copy for Church News must reach the editor by the second Friday of the month.
The next copy deadline is Friday, 13th January 2022
Editor: Vaughan James E-mail: vaughanrjjames@gmail.com
FINANCIAL DONATIONS to KURC can be made in a number of ways:
Complete one of the forms at the back of the church to set up standing order payments.
Make regular cash gifts at the Sunday services. By using the offertory envelopes, you allow the
church to reclaim Gift Aid.
You can also pay directly into our bank account: sort code 20-46-73, account number 60921289 and quote
Kingston United Reformed Church Charity.

Kingston United Reformed Church is a member of the Local Ecumenical Project
in Kingston Town Centre with its partner, All Saints Parish Church in the Market Place.
The town centre ministers meet regularly.
We are a part of Churches Together in Kingston.
Kingston URC is also affiliated with the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK)
and the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea (PROK)
You can keep in touch with worship and activities at our church through our website:
www.kingstonurc.org. You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

To make a financial donation to Kingston URC, please see the final page

