
Dear All,

VE day -75 years since the end of World War 2

Can you have ‘V’ when it comes to war? Is there such a thing a Victory? There 
is the joy of stopping that is certainly true. There is the sacrifice to be 
remembered and reunion to be enjoyed. But surely the minute you start fighting 
it is failure. It is a sign of sin that we ever get to violence. 

Strangely it feels as though as we get further and further from the actual events 
and as those who were there are dying, the whole thing gets away from the 
horror and disaster of it all. It becomes summer parties and bunting. As opposed
to sadness, tears, blood and bone. 

Mother – ‘I hate Vera Lynne’. 

Father – you remember the young men that died.

Mother - the names of the boys going up on the wall in the school

Father –still not able to talk about his years in the blitz after all this time.

(and many of you will have your family stories too.)

These are times when we know ourselves to be united more than ever before. 
We are not in the same boat but we in the same storm.

People all around the world together facing illness and death. The poorer you 
are the more likely you are to die is what the evidence now says. Imagine 
corona virus alongside other natural disasters, war and lack of resources.

As we begin Christian aid week it is a time to pause and reflect on our common 
struggles as people. 

It is all about what does it mean to be a Christian.  To be trying to do God’s 
will. The struggle to be a good citizen to build peace based on justice. As well 
as all the other challenges, among them -to be a good neighbour

Yours Lesley 

Let us give thanks

for the selfless and courageous service and

sacrifice of those who brought peace to Europe,

and for the good example they have given us.

 



Let us pray for nations still devastated by war,

for their people and their leaders,

and for those who suffer

the effects or memories of past wars;

for veterans,

for those who mourn,

for all refugees and displaced people.

and for all innocent victims

whose lives have been shattered

as a result of violence or terror,

and the cruelty of others.

 

Let us give thanks for those

who work for peace and liberty

an end to injustice and oppression.

throughout the world,

Let us pray for the young people

and for all who will shape

the future of this nation,

that they may be inspired

by those who have gone before them

 

Let us give thanks

for the many blessings we enjoy

May we work for peace and reconciliation

in our homes and communities,

and promote peace throughout the world.

 

We pledge ourselves to serve you

Guide us by your Spirit;

give us wisdom; give us courage;

give us hope;

and keep us faithful now and always.

Amen.


